Introductions
About 40 people attending
· Introductions, including a bunch of new people
· 9 tabling opportunities are coming up 
 
National Call – 
Rev. Susan Hendershot – President of  Interfaith Power & Light
· See agenda for her bio
· Mark gives her a thumbnail description of who her audience is today, & what we are accomplishing just this past month
. Numerous districts in and around Chicago endorsed HR 763
. Silicon Valley business group (300+ companies) endorsed HR 763
. Former Energy Dept. secretary Steven Chu endorsed
· She used to be a pastor working on “Hunger” issues through her church in Iowa
· She didn’t find climate change as compelling of an issue as Hunger; climate change was too distant
· More research made her realize how climate change would affect crop yields worldwide, affecting hunger
· She wants to look her sons in the eye and tell them that she’s done all she could to address the problem of climate change

Her group’s mission: to inspire people of faith to take bold action on this issue. Initially, their focus was to help congregations lower their energy usage, as an act of faith. They work at the local, state, and national levels.
· First program they started was called “Cool Congregations”. Helps congregations measure & reduce their energy use and costs.
· “Faith, Climate, & Action” week – ongoing now. 
· Her group has many programs such as how to lower food impact, use carbon offsets. 
She discusses political advocacy – focusing on environmental justice aspects. Many state-level groups work on state-wide carbon laws. Some of her groups work at the federal level as well. 

Her group does *not* push the GND when contacting reps in Washington, DC. 

Mark asks: “how does your group advise people to act at the local level?”
A: they point people to active programs, and connect people to ongoing activities. She stresses their focus on people’s faith – the “why” they should be an advocate.

Q: The Presbyterian Message of Support specifically mentions her group (IP&L). How can CCL leverage this message?
A: IP&L tries to connect people to what their particular faith tradition actually has to say on Creation & stewardship. For example, if their congregation targets 100% carbon neutrality, her group has tools to show them how this can be done. 
Q: “Are faith leaders ever reluctant to discuss climate change because it has become so political? How do they address this issue”?
A: DUH! You bet they are reluctant, for good reason. Members are across the board on this issue. The conversation around protecting God’s creation is a common avenue towards addressing climate change. The “why” is very important to them: protecting the Earth, God’s gift to us. 

Mark’s comments
· Lynate (development director) describes how CCL met the target of $75,000 monthly donations – this is matched by key donors, getting us to $150,000 of monthly pledged income. 
· Danny Richter describes the difference between an outright endorsement of HR 763, and a “statement of support”. The former uses our own language, or specifically endorses it – the latter uses their own wording. 
. Either one seems to be equally impressive for members of Congress
. If Orgs give a statement of support, use their wording, not CCLs
. CLC, EDF, NRDC, National Wildlife Fund, Silicon Valley Leadership group, GM, Intel, Coca-Cola, Google, Apple, Facebook
. Over 1/3 of MoC’s on the House Committee of Jurisdiction have supported it (but need more Republicans)
· April is Earth Day month – many outreach activities. Mark specifically mentions the “Grand Canyon“ telephone project, where only a few people call their MoC each day, to keep the daily message coming. This effort came from Portland!
· Donald Addu speaks on how our political position, in the center, is difficult because it makes us vulnerable to attacks from both the left & the right. He says this bill came from *us*. Our enemies are apathy, fear, and indifference, not political bastions. He emphasizes that we need to listen to people’s fears to understand how we can confront their fears and move this bill forward. He gives a good speech!
· Rep. Rooney in DC is CCL’s “Climate Champion” for 2019. Hoping he can attend our reception in June in DC. 

Grand Canyon Calling Group
Signup link is on the electronic agenda

Brewer’s Climate Declaration
Know some brewers? Like beer? Resources for this national effort are on the agenda.

New Bonamici Liaison
· Karen Howe takes over from Kirsten (after 3.5 years in the liaison role)
· Karen describes upcoming Bonamici town hall meetings & how people can take part

Oregon Clean Energy Jobs  Bill
· Carbon “cap & invest” program, modeled on a California bill
· Over 30 amendments currently being reviewed, then on to Joint Ways & Means for a floor vote
· Likely to pass, but lacks a single Republican supporter. (Can still pass because Dems have a supermajority in both chambers of the Oregon legislature.)
· Gordy asks people to call their representatives: go to ‘rRnew Oregon’ web site to find links to your house or senate.

Celebrating Local Actions
· Barry has been working to connect local school districts with the legal case brought against the US for climate change.
· Francine got published in her local newsletter
· Bernard attended Walden’s town hall in Hood River; he talked to two staff members. Walden spent a lot of time discussing climate change. Bernard got the feeling that Walden’s staff thinks his 2nd district constituents will respond *very* negatively to any efforts he makes for carbon pricing. 
· Bernard suggested we try the web search engine “ecocia” as a climate-friendly search engine. 
· Daniela connected with New Seasons again!

Communication Exercise – talking to a GND supporter about HR 763
· A question from a new member: why can’t CCL support the GND? 
· Another point from the exercise: try to ask 3 questions before you say anything!

Breakout Groups
New member on-boarding team – how we welcome new members
· Francine gave demonstrations on how new members are accommodated
Tabling Action team – signups for upcoming tabling events, AND tweeting about those event.
· Recommended to pair up with an experienced person if you are new to tabling
· Two volunteers to attend the Mt. Hood Meadows event in April
· Ocean Outreach (Sunday, 19 May) sounds like a super-cool tabling event.
Progressive Outreach Action Team -
Write a letter to MoC, or sign up for Grand Canyon calling group
· Some new letters were written
How to pursue the connection to the Brewery Group (see Daniela after today’s meeting
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